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Responses to Comment Submission 10,  
Letter from Robert J. Carson, Whitman College, Walla Walla, WA 

  
 
 

10-1. Section 3.2 of the Draft EIS compared modeled worst-case air 
pollutant concentrations to EPA’s national ambient air quality 
standards.  These are health-based standards set by EPA to provide 
an adequate margin of safety to protect human health and welfare. 

10-2. As described in Section 3.2 of the EIS, the applicant is required to 
offset 100% of the project’s PM10 emissions (the pollutant for 
which the Wallula area is in nonattainment).  The applicant has 
offered to offset 110% of the project’s PM 10 emissions.  Using 
meteorological data from Wallula, the project’s modeled air 
quality impacts for other pollutants are less than EPA’s Significant 
Impact Levels.  Therefore, it is unlikely the power plant’s 
emissions (when combined with emissions from other local 
sources) would significantly increase air pollutant concentrations. 

10-3. Please see response to comment 10-2.  

10-4. The “acceptable source impact level” air toxics concentration 
limits were established by the Washington Department of Ecology 
based on carcinogenic and non-carcinogenic risk factors to be 
protective of human health.  The worst-case air toxics impacts 
modeled for the power plant correspond to lifetime cancer risks of 
less than one per million and were assessed to be below the 
acceptable source impact levels. 

10-5. As described in Section 3.2 of the EIS, water vapor emissions from 
the power plant exhaust stacks and cooling towers are unlikely to 
significantly impact regional humidity.  The water emissions from 
the plant would be a small fraction of the naturally occurring water 
vapor that blows through the area, so it is unlikely the plant would 
cause regional ice fog. 

10-6. Section 3.17 has been updated to describe the applicant’s proposed 
greenhouse gas mitigation.  Please see Chapter 3 of this Final EIS 
for updated text. 

10-7. Thank you for your comment. 

10-8. Please see response to comment 10-5. 

10-9. In addition to increased tax revenue, project benefits include, but 
are not limited to, (1) additional job opportunities for local 
residents (especially during construction), (2) increased revenue 
for local businesses that supply materials and services necessary 
for construction and operation, and (3) increased revenues for 
commercial businesses that would support a large construction 
workforce (such as hotels and restaurants).  Benefits would be 
offset if tourists were forced to seek lodging elsewhere due to 
construction worker use of available rooms, but this is unlikely 
considering the considerable lodging available in the Tri-Cities to 
the north. 

10-10. Thank you for your comment. 

10-11. Bonneville and other utility companies are pursuing conservation 
and renewable energy to help meet future energy needs.  
Bonneville has committed to purchase 500 to 1,000 megawatts of 
wind generation and 60 megawatts of other renewable energy 
generation.  Bonneville also contributes to conservation efforts 
such as the Northwest Energy Efficiency Business Listing, fuel cell 
test and development, low-income weatherization, promotion of 
efficient products through the Northwest Energy Efficiency 
Alliance and Energy Star, and support to specific federal and 
public utility projects.  
 
Section 2.3.1 of the Draft EIS described how construction and 
operation of combustion turbine generators were analyzed along 
with other strategies for meeting energy demand in Bonneville’s 
Business Plan EIS.  This project-specific EIS for the Wallula 
Power Project is tiered to the programmatic Business Plan EIS and 
incorporates the analysis of different combinations of strategies. 




